


WOODLAND PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on  

Thursday 12 March 2026
 
at 

 Woodland Village Hall 
 
 
 
Present 
 
Cllr Hall (Chair), Cllr Timms, Cllr Snowdon, Cllr Blackwood, Cllr Gardner, Cllr Abbott, Cllr Peckett, David Buckee (Parish Clerk) 
 
2 members of the public were present  

1. Apologies
None

2. Declaration of Interest 
(Members are asked to consider if they have a conflict of interest either personally or pecuniary in any matter included within the agenda)

Cllr Gardner declared a possible interest in item 8 for family reasons, as her son would submit a quote for demolition of the chapel should this be the course of action decided upon, and she did not wish to be seen to be pushing for demolition. Cllr Hall said that no decision would be made at this meeting, and that a future public consultation would take place, which Cllr Gardner said she had no objection to.

3. Acceptance and signing of minutes from meeting 8th January 2026

Draft minutes have already been sent to Councillors, who agreed to accept them in full. Proposed by Cllr Peckett, seconded by Cllr Hall. Minutes of the meeting signed by Cllr Hall.

4. Matters Arising
Cllr Gardner referred to the decision at the last meeting to request a copy of the herbage agreement for the quarry field. No copy of the agreement has been provided following this request, and Mr Teasdale has asked for no further contact from the Parish Council regarding the matter, which he said would be referred to his solicitor. She suggested that the Parish Council write again, noting the comments, setting a reasonable time limit for a copy of the herbage agreement to be provided, and if it is not provided the Parish Council will make the assumption that one does not exist. Cllr Hall added that the request should also ask for the name/address of his solicitor, as it is likely that the Parish Council will need to seek legal representation. Councillors were unanimously in agreement, with a timescale of 2 weeks being agreed.

The Clerk advised that he has spoken with HMRC regarding the employers National Insurance contributions arising from the two clerk salary payments made, and after many hours of being passed from department to department it appears that the situation may have arisen due to the lumping of salary payments covering several months together, as employers NI is based on the amount of the payment made. To challenge the amounts, the Parish Council will need to write to HMRC, claiming mistimed payments and asking for the scheme to be backdated, providing suitable evidence of employment. It will then be considered by HMRC who will make a decision to approve or decline.

The Clerk has contacted Graham Harrison, Bereavement Services Manager at DCC to enquire whether planning permission is required if a decision is taken to demolish the cemetery chapel. They liaise with their Corporate Land & Property team. DCC are in the process of reviewing all property within the cemeteries that they manage, however the Clerk has been unable to find out from him whether this includes the chapel at Woodland. Cllr Gardner suggested writing direct to planning at DCC for a definitive answer regarding planning permission requirements if the chapel were to be demolished.

The Clerk advised that he is still to make enquiries about savings accounts / rates for ringfenced monies as previously discussed.

5. Finance and Financial update

Balance currently stands at £12,496.39
Payments made since last meeting - HMRC £283.10 being the income tax and employee NI deductions made from the clerk salary
Payments to make - Woodland Village Hall £22.50 for meeting 8th January, clerk salary £333.60 (covering November/December) and £333.60 (covering period January/February), Mazars £378 for the external audit, and there will be a further payment due for meeting today.

The Clerk stated that the current balance includes reserves £5k that the Parish Council is required to maintain, the residual ringfenced monies for the playpark £2,936.86, payment of £250 received from Lynesack & Softley Parish Council which is ringfenced for Christmas 2026 activities, as well as payments mentioned above that are to be made totalling £1,067.70. This then leaves a true working capital balance of £3,241.83

Cllrs Gardner/Abbott suggested that the Parish Council explore the possibility of using a payroll company to deal with clerk salary payments. Cllr Hall mentioned that there are a couple locally. ACTION: Clerk to make enquiries as to cost

6. Playpark

Cllr Gardner did the February inspection, Cllr Blackwood is to do the one in March. Cllr Gardner reported no major issues, although it may be a good idea to do a ‘spring clean’ when the weather is better, to wash the signs, do weeding and have a general tidy up of the playpark. She reported that there appears to be some slight discolouration of the new equipment, and enquired about the length of the guarantee. ACTION; Clerk to research and report back

Cllr Peckett has been continuing go look for a suitable second-hand telescope, ideally costing less than £1k, but has been unable to find one. New ones are generally between £2,500-£3,000, which includes the stand and everything that is required. He will continue looking. Cllr Abbott suggested possibly applying for a grant, as it is likely to be something that funders are generally keen to support. Councillors were all in agreement that a board showing where points of interest are would also be a good idea.

7. Public rights of way 

Cllr Gardner has produced a document summarising all the information supplied by two members of the public who have walked the public rights of way. The Clerk has forwarded it to Public Rights of Way at DCC. Within Woodland parish there are no rights of way that are blocked or unusable, although there are some where there are access issues with stiles, signage, etc. It is the responsibility of the landowner to correct these issues, not the Parish Council. The Parish Council will need to chase DCC periodically for updates, and then the problem footpaths can be re-walked to see if the issues have been sorted out.

Cllr Gardner mentioned an updated article regarding responsibilities for public rights of way, covered by section 130 of the 1980 Act which gives the highways authority the power to assert and protect a public right of way. It also empowers Parish Councils to notify Highways Authority of an alleged obstruction, blocking, or encroachment of a public right of way. The highways authority must then take action to remove it, unless they deem the information to be incorrect. She felt that the Parish Council has fulfilled its commitments by sending in the report to DCC. She referred to the public righty of way in the quarry field where there has been a new hardcore road laid, the locked gate which should be accessible by members of the public as the stone access points are steep and narrow and not able to be used by people with mobility issues, and felt that a separate report should be sent to highways highlighting the issues. She mentioned the new gates in the wall, and that there have been a number of vehicles seen using the new track, which was described in the recent planning application as an established farm track. She felt this to be incorrect, and her opinion is that there is the wish to establish a vehicular access from the road to the land behind Black Horse Terrace, and this would involve driving on a public right of way which is illegal. She stated that it is the responsibility of the Parish Council to protect rights of way, and proposed that a report be prepared. A discussion took place as to whether it is a footpath or bridleway, Cllr Abbott saying that if it is a footpath, existing access points are OK, and old maps show there being a track. Cllr Hall said that there is a footpath from the road running alongside the cemetery wall, and one by the gate going across the field. Cllr Gardner reiterated that she felt that as the issues regarding the locked gate, new gates in the wall, new hardcore road were not included in the report that the parish council has just sent to DCC, these issues should be brought separately to the attention of DCC for them to make a decision. Cllr Snowdon raised her concerns that with the current ongoing issues over herbage rights, to take this action can only be seen as an attempt to raise the ante, and had reservations in doing so. Cllr Hall agreed, saying that despite the issues with the gate and new access, these are not near the footpath so there is no direct impact on the footpath right of way, which cuts diagonally across the field. There has always been a track which went to a farm at the top of the field, and whilst there has been some new hardcore laid, this is on the track and not the footpath. Cllrs agreed that no immediate action be taken at this time regarding Cllr Gardner’s suggestion. Cllr Gardner accepted this action, stating that it is the duty of the parish council to report issues, but agreed to wait until the outcome of the herbage agreement request before re-visiting the matter.

8. Future of cemetery chapel

Cllr Hall said that the cemetery chapel is damaged, requires a lot of work, and the Parish does not have the funds to spend on it, for it only to then stand empty and unused. As such, the Parish Council is exploring options regarding its future, including demolition and creating a garden of remembrance in its place. A number of quotes have been obtained. Cllr Abbott said that it is currently derelict, is in need of major repair, the chimney for example is becoming close to the point of being unsafe and in need of fencing off, so doing nothing is not an option. This leaves options of either finding a use for it and then renovating it, or demolition. At the present time, no suitable suggestions for its future use have been brought forward. Any option will involve finding money, and it was questioned whether grant funding would be available to renovate a building that had no viable purpose.

Cllr Hall felt that there is the need to have a public consultation, informing Lynesack & Softley and Hamsterley parish councils as there are relatives of residents from their parishes buried within the cemetery. Cllr Abbott suggested that we also inform DCC. Cllrs agreed a date of 14th April 2026 at 7.30pm at Woodland Village Hall. ACTION: Clerk to contact parish councils as above. To be published on the website and Facebook page.


9. Public participation
Recently a number of metal detectorists have been seen on the quarry field, and a question was raised whether permission had been sought, and if anything of value was found what would happen to it. Cllr Peckett said that permission had been granted to them to do all of Tilesheds Farm land, so the quarry field has been assumed to be part of their land. As far as he is aware, most of what was found were lost mole traps. 

It was mentioned that the gate at the top of the quarry field is tied together and there are piles of stones either side, preventing public access between the fields. This may have been done recently to prevent livestock moving between fields, but Councillors will have a look to see if this is preventing public footpath access.

A question was asked whether there has been any progress in moving the boundary between Woodland and Lynesack & Softley parishes. Some time ago, houses in Woodland falling within Lynesack & Softley parish voted for a boundary change to bring them in to Woodland parish, but nothing further has taken place since. Councillors answered that the simple answer is that there have been no further developments due to pending boundary change reviews that were taking place at the time at DCC. Cllr Peckett will circulate information that he has from the time regarding the matter, and Councillors agreed that it may be time to review again. At the time, the process to seek changes in local parish boundaries was fairly complex. The point was raised that changes within Barnard Castle some time ago seem to have been more streamlined and mainly handled by DCC. Following a lengthy discussion regarding how any changes were originally to be handled, Councillors agreed to look at the minutes and discussions from the time to see how matters were left, and then to re-visit the matter.

Cllr Snowdon mentioned that she has written to the local MP Sam Rushworth regarding the current cost of heating oil which has risen through the roof, and despite several attempts to contact him is currently awaiting a reply. Cllr Peckett warned that there has been a recent theft of heating oil locally. Cllr Gardner raised the possibility of opening the village hall for people to use to keep warm, although she appreciated that this would need to be grant funded. Cllr Abbott said that although it is a possibility, when it was last opened for this purpose, it was very poorly attended, and there was difficulty in getting sufficient volunteers.   

10. Planning
Land to the north west of Black Horse Terrace – application was withdrawn
Kirk House – variation of condition 3 (windows) relating to change of window material – application approved
Cllr Hall enquired whether there had been any further developments with the wind turbine at Cairns House Farm, which was originally refused. No further applications have been submitted so far. The reasons given for refusal led to a discussion about wind turbines generally, and in particular the proposed large wind turbine development between Richmond and Barnard Castle.

Cllr Peckett mentioned that he is attending a web event by the electric board in April, which will cover upgrade of local supplies. There are currently 3 transformers covering the whole of the village. However, the increasing number of electric vehicle charging points, currently accounting for 20-25% of the village, will cause strain on the existing infrastructure.

11. Clerk’s matters – correspondence received
2026 AGAR – this will be more rigorous, particularly regarding the appointment of an internal auditor. The Parish Council will now need to issue a letter of engagement specifying what is required, and the internal auditor will need to confirm how they will undertake the audit. Cllr Peckett will speak with last years auditor to see if she is willing to act again this year.

Litter pick – councillors decided to postpone a spring litter pick and to arrange one possibly in Summer instead.

Cllr Timms enquired about grass cutting this year. ACTION: Clerk to invite tenders

Code of conduct – CDALC have recommended that all parish councils adopt the one used by DCC. Currently Woodland Parish Council has adopted the one suggested by NALC. A copy of the CDALC recommended one has already been circulated to councillors. Proposed by Cllr Abbott that it is adopted, seconded by Cllr Snowdon. Councillors unanimously voted to adopt.

Cllr Hall mentioned that the concrete base of the seat next to the gates to the quarry field is cracked, broken and dangerous. He will re-concrete it to make it safe.

Cllr Hall mentioned that he will be away for the next meeting, and offered his apologies. The next meeting will include the annual meeting, starting with the election of chair/vice-chair. Cllr Hall said that he is happy to continue as chair if elected.

Meeting closed 8.55pm


Date of next meeting 
 
Next meeting provisionally agreed for Thursday 14th May 2026 at Woodland Village Hall, with anything urgent in the meantime being communicated by email. 

These are true and accurate minutes of the meeting as agreed by the council  
 
  
Date ……………………………………….. 
 
Signed …………………………………….. 


Minutes for all Parish Council meetings are available to view once agreed and signed by the council. These are available on the council website woodlandparishcouncil.gov.uk. The minutes will normally be available no later than 4 weeks after the date of the council meeting.  
 
Please note, all parish council meetings will be audio recorded for the purposes of accurately producing the minutes. The recording will be retained by Woodland Parish Council until the minutes have been agreed and signed. The recording will then be deleted unless the retention is requested by a lawful authority. 




